


INSPIRED IDEAS
ARCHITECTS’ TOP TIPS

We asked the UK’s top architects, ‘If you could do one thing to add more light and space to property what would it be
and why? Here are their creative, clever and inspirational responses

Y | hile an extension is the most
obvious way to add space to a
property, you can often rearrange

the space that you already have to make it
work harder. Create open-plan areas subtly
divided into zones by changing the floor or
ceiling level, lighting or materials. We'd also
recommend opening up the house to the
garden to bring the outdoors in. More light
can be brought in through new doors and
windows and skylights can be used to
flood deeper areas of a house with light.
Concealed artificial lighting can also add

to the impression of natural light!

William Tozer, William Tozer Architecture
& Design (wtad.co.uk)
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‘We always look for opportunities to
create double-height spaces even within
smaller dwellings. This allows light to
filter from more than one direction and
is a high-impact, effective way to create
bright, open spaces within the home.”
Proctor & Matthews
(proctorandmatthews.com)

‘Light and space is fundamental, particularly
in dense city centres. The introduction of top
lighting through, for example, a retractable
sliding glass roof is a great way to bring in
light and air and create a sense of volume!
Chris Dyson, Chris Dyson Architects
{chrisdyson.co.uk)

Portobello Road
project by Pitman
Tozer architects

‘Every house needs a big open view

of the garden.This is often missing in
standard Victorian terraces, which gave
the rear ground-floor rooms over to the
staff quarters, kitchens and bathrooms.
Opening this part of the house up can
create a large living space that flows
outdoors. This is often done with
bi-folding doors, but we try to use large
fixed panes of glass combined with a
simple door elsewhere. With the UK's
climate, foldaway doors often remain
closed and a floor-to-ceiling sheet of
glass gives far more light and a cleaner,
more contemporary look.

Edgley Design (edgleydesign.co.uk)

‘The most dramatic thing you could do to
add light and space to a property is also
the most obvious — put in a window. The
location is crucial, as a window's position in
relation to the axis of the sun will give you
different light in a room: north-facing for
even, gentle light; south-facing for dramatic
shadows; or on the east/west axis if you
want the sun to visit the room for a few
hours each day. A window also connects
the room with the rest of the world, so two
things must be considered: what the view
is outside, and the reverse, how visible you
will be when viewed through the window.
Once the position has been chosen, you
must also consider the way surfaces will
reflect or absorb light, how shutters and
fabrics will control the views and the way
colours and textures will intensify the mood.
All these elements will build on the primary
structure in the space — the window!
Groves Natcheva Architects
(grovesnatcheva.com)

‘Go higher - through the roof. Most
houses inherit poorly insulated roofs

and under-used loft spaces. Rather than a
traditional loft conversion, look at moving
the living spaces to the top of the house
and enjoy living in the sunlight.

Luke Tozer, Pitman Tozer (pitmantozer.com)

‘While there are always structural things you
can do to add light and space, often easier
non-structural solutions are forgotten. Make
the most of what you already have: ensure
window treatments don't block any of the
light or view; make your curtains and rails
wider than the window so when open they
don't cover it; and paint the ceiling white to
reflect light into the rest of the room. You
can also create the illusion that a room has
double the amount of windows by putting
up a large mirror that reflects the glass.
Outside the windows, plant pale-coloured
shrubs and paint any visible walls a light
colour. If it's a north-facing window, painting
or adding a mirror to an outside wall will
reflect sunshine back into the room.

Rick Mather, Rick Mather Architects
(rickmather.com)

‘It’s all about white and light. White

walls create a sense of calm and provide
a blank canvas for form and colour, which
can be introduced through artwork or
sculpture. Timber floors and sheer
translucent fabrics add warmth and
softness to a white backdrop. Additional
lighting is critical as this softens the
brightness of white walls during

- the darker hours of the day!

Viyshali Sardesai, BDG (bdg.co.uk)

INSPIRED IDEAS

‘While it seems obvious, the best way
to get more light into your house is

to maximise your windows. Opaque
glass, net curtains and even regular
curtains all obscure the amount of light
that can come into your rooms. If it’s
possible to install larger, well-insulated
windows that’s ideal. Many period
homes have small windows, which
may be impossible to change on the
street front, but there is often more
flexibility at the back. One word of
caution: all glass extensions can suffer
from the opposite problem and become
overheated in warmer summer months
so we often look to create

great views through large windows,
but within a structure that has a roof.

James Soane, Project Orange
(projectorange.com)

‘Introduce skylights wherever possible.
The quality of light and sense of space you
get from a window in the roof is so much
stronger and more dramatic than a window
in a wall. Even the most ordinary of rooms
can become sométhing extraordinary with
a well positioned skylight!

Christopher Jones, Jones Associates
Architects (jonesassociatesarchitects.com)
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‘Harmonise artificial and natural light by
removing all ceiling lights and pendants, and
installing concealed indirect lighting around
windows to wash the walls and/or ceiling.
It's a simple move that creates consistency
in a room’s lighting. Varying the intensity
and colour of lighting can also evoke subtle
mood changes between spaces.

To increase the sense of space, create
visual links to the garden or any external
space by building an extension or increasing
the size of a window. An extension with
floorto-ceiling glass will seamlessly connect
with the garden. If possible continue the
flooring out to the terrace. Or add skylights
—the best natural light is that from above and
the most tranquil views are of the sky:!

Chris Romer-Lee, Studio Octopi
(octopi.co.uk)

‘The brief for one of our recent projects
asked for abundant light and the colour
shift of the sun to continually redefine
the space.To achieve this no colour was
used inside the apartment and skylights
were carefully carved into the ceilings
to connect the interior to the movement
of the sun throughout the day’

Paul Williams, Stanton Williams
(stantonwilliams.com) peco
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